
Erosion Endangers Shore Home

Natural forces such as wind, rain, and temperature cycles continually erode the land. This home was built on a cliff that has undergone severe erosion. Many people battle erosion by planting grass and trees to form a strong root system or laying down netting to keep rock and soil from washing away.
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Stripcropping

In order to preserve their farmlands, many farmers use the stripcropping method, as seen here on a Virginian farm in the United States. By alternating strips of cultivated crops with strips of sod-forming crops, the farmer can relieve the effects of erosion. 
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Deforestation and Erosion

After the lush vegetation of a rain forest is removed, an area rarely recovers. This deforested Costa Rican stream valley is eroding away because there is no longer a good root system to anchor the topsoil or decaying plant matter to replenish its nutrients. If the cycle continues, the area may eventually resemble a desert.

